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Have the Satisfation now to tell the 
World, the AG for preventing Frauds 
Committed by Bankrupts is pafs'd 3 I 


: confefs, I think the Title more Deficient 


than the Bill And were Ito form 
its Title, I fhou’d have call’d it, An A& 


80 prevent the Frauds, frequently Committed, 


both by Bankrupts and heir Creditors ; 


for [think it is very apparent, that the 
_ Frauds of Creditors-and Commiffioners, 


fet againft thofe of the Bankrupt-Debtor, 

are fo Paralle! to each other, and of fuch 
equalliiy in their Degree, that I know not 
which ftood moft in need of an Aét of 
~ Parliament to Reétifie them, and ’tis my 


« hopes 7% the prefent Bitl, chat it will be an 
_ effeétua! Remedy for both. 


IT cannot however but a little Explain 
my felt, in ‘ny going on upon this Subject, 
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as to fome Difference between my Opini- 
on-of this Bill now it is Pafs’d, and my 


“Opinion of it before; I allow it to be one 


of the beft Bills, that ever was produc’d 
in Parliament, fince the Habeas Corpus AQ, 
for Securing the Liberty of the Subjeét s 
but Ido not fay, it is capable of no Ad- 
dition or Amendment, and on this Head, 
J defire to diftinguifh on my own Sence in 
this matter, and to Expound my own 
Words. 

What I have faid of the Commiffioners, 
frequently Nam’d to Statutes, I {ee not the 
leaft Reafon to recants no, not the leaft 
Word of it ; and whereas a certain Citizen 
has been pleas’d to Threaten me with bss 
Cane upon that Subje& 51 take the libertyto | 
tell him, he talks more with his Tongue, 
than he will attempt with hisHands,and a 

u 
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fach Impertinence deferves no Notite, till 
he has putit in Praétice, which on the leaft 
hint to the Author, he fhall never want 
an Opportunity for. 

The Grievance arifing from the Scanda- 
lous Behaviour of the Commiflioners, is 
in part reétifi'd by this Law; which Enatts, 
That if any Commiffioner, fhall Expend 
any of the Debtors Money, in Eating or 
Drinking, he hall for ever be difabled from 
being a Commiffioner ; Will any Man 
doubt, that the Commiffioners deferv’d 
this Reftraint from the Lords, and that 
Ruining of Bankrupts, and {pending the 
Eftate. in Exceffes, was their Praétice ? If 
they do, they ily in the Face, not of the 
Houfe of Lords only, but of Truth icfelf, 
back’d with fuch Demonftrations as no 
Man can deny. 

But [ wonld not be mif-underftood hese, 
Tdo not mean all the Commiihonets that 
fit on Statutes, Ido not at all doubt, but 
there are Men concern’d in Commiflions 
or Commiffioners, that are Men of Ho- 
nour and Modefly, Men of Juftice and 
Temper ; and fuch I hope will not think 
themfelves concern’d in this And this 
brings me to the Point. 

I exclaim’d eagerly againft the Unrea- 
fonablenefs of that part of the A&, end 
which i the only part of it I obje@ againjt, 
in which the Certificate for the Bank- 
rupt is teft to the Mercy of the Com- 
miffioners, to make or refule, without 
frowing Caufe Why they refufe it, 
but 1! was never fo abfolutely againft that 
part, as ta venture to lofe the Bill by it, 
and J make.no Queftion, but Men will fee, 
that Equity will certainly relieve a Bank- 
supt, when he has fairly Sorrender’d all his 
Eftate, againft Refra&tory Byaft and Brib’d 
Commifhoners, who having no Reafen to 
abje&t againft him, yet fhould Arbitrari- 
ly 1efufe to give their Certificate. 

I fhall therefore fay no more to it, the 
Parliament feems co have leftthem room 
to aé& upon their Behaviour ; if they will 
convince the Houfes, that they require to 
be more effeQually provided againft, and 
that they will take all poffible Advanta- 


get, to Ruincand Diftrefs she Debror,meer- 


ly for the fake of being cruel, they will 
but further Convince the World, of their 
ping a Grievance in the Law, and ferve 
to move the Houfes, to Erect ftaced 
Judges between Debtor and Creditor, and 
fo lay them wholly afide. 

This open Place therefore in the Ad, 
feems to be left, to give thofe Gentle- 
men amongf{t them, whu are Hoxeft, and 
untainted with the Crimes of the com- 


mon Croud of Commiffioners, toom to — 
diftinguith themfelves from a forc of Men, — 
that have rais’d a Scandal, and throwo 


Dirt upon the very Employment it felf 
And as I faid, I would attempt 


fomethlug by way of Advice ia this Paper, — 


both to Debtor and Creditor, Bankcupt 
and Com.iifficners, this is what I mean, 
and I hope thofe Gentlemen Will not 
take it Ili, that I Prefume to Counfel 
them, who are fo much above Advice, 
that they are able to give it to others. 


But to Commiffioners and Creditors, 
who are concern’d inCommiifions againft — 


their Bankrupt Debtors ; give me leave 
vo fay , Pray, Gentlemen, contider the 
Nature of the Law againft Bankrupts ; it 
was a good and wholiom Law, well dee 
figa’d, and made with abundanc Regard, 
both to the Safety of Debtor and Credi- 


tor, and with a great deal of Judgment; 
*tis crue, the Powers granted in it arc Ex- 


orbitant, and almoft too great to be ece 
trufted to Creditors, and for that Reae 
fon, Commiffioners were Named, and the 
vaft Powers committed to them. 

You that are Commiffioners, are the 
Truftees, to whom the Legiflative Power 
has committed this Truft, ard as the 
Principal End of your Commiffiun, 1s to 
fecure and preferve the Eftate; you real- 
ly ferve both Debtor and Creditor, you 
are plac'd between both, that neither may 
be Opprefs’d, and thac the great Extent 
of Power given by the Aét, may not be 
made ufe of by eager Creditors, to the en= 
tire Ruine of the Debtor ; you are Chane 
cellors in the Cafe, aod the Equity of the 


Opprefs'd Debtor lies in your Breafts 3_ 

and give me leave to remind you, that — 

had you Executed this High Truft, with 
that 
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that Joftice, Tendernefs, Candor and Ho- 
nour, that the Makers-of this Law, expett- 
ed from you, and whichthe Nature or the 
thing requires, there had been no need 
of this New Aét, which only compells you 
to do what you had Power, but not Cha- 
rity enough to do before. 

Tis plain, that in the Execution of 
this Law, you had Power to mitigate 
the Extremities of its Literal Conttru- 
tion ; if not, there. had been no need of 
your Commiffions , the Creditors were 
enough, and generally forward enough, to 
have. put the Literal Sence of the A& 
You were therefure 
ut in, as before, that thefe Exorbitant 
owers which were for Sundry Reafons, 


_ meceffary to be Granted, might on occa- 


fion, be reftrain’d by your Difcretion, as 
Circumftances and occafion requir’d 3 this 
you have always Praétis’d, and in feveral 
Cafes reftrain’d the Unlimited Powers of 
that A@ ; fuch as unravelling the Ac- 
counts, and Dealings of the Bankrupr by 
vaft Retrofpects , by which, if extended to 
ed length the Law allows, innumerablé¢ 

families would be Ruin’d, and no Man 
could Buy or Sell in Safety, fince after 
any Act of a Bankrupt, committed by a 
Man, tho’ long time before he fail’d ; 
the Maa may be deem’d a Bankrupt from 
that time, and for ali he has Bought or 
Sold fince, the Credit-fide thall be brought 
to come in for the Dividend, and the 
Debtor-fide be recovered by Law ——— 
If Commiffioners did not reftrain this, 
whither might it not extend, and yet it 
was neceflary to have this Power Gran- 
ted, to Unravel Cheats, and the tangled 


_ Skeins of a Debtors Frauds, which this 
Law was made to deteét. 


Here, Gentlemen, you are Lords, 
Chancellours, and, tho’ fometimes far- 
merly you may have made ufe of this 
Power, yet ot late you bave thought fit 
to accept of fair Accounts, and take the 


Ballance to the uft of the Baaksupt and 


his Eftate. 
Jn like Cafes, you have thought fit t 
alleviate the Cruelty of the Law to 
the Bankrupt, and Encourage him 


to difcover ais Effeéts, Capitulating: 
with him for his Liberty , and es 
ea bes Allowance to them of 
2-5. tO 10 per Cent, for: what ti 

biareras ee aes finake 

Really, Gentlemen, had your general 
Prattice extended to fo much Mercy, 
and had you upon all: occalions given 
Bankrupts fuch Encouragement, there had 
not been thefe Clamours againft your 
Proceedings, and this Law had perhaps 
never been fued for. 

But as you were defcended to a Cor- 
ruption of Mannagement, Kaavifh and 
Defigning Men got into Commiffions, and 
made a Trade of the Statutes; Intolle- 
rable Expences, Feaftings, and Exceffes, 
were the Common Prattice in thefe Ca- 
fer, andall at the Charge of the Poor Deb+ 
tor, what ever you fpent, be ow'd, and the 
diminifhing that Eftate, left him the dee- 
per in the Mifery he was in; and thus 
you that were Ereéted to fecure and fave, 
aud apply his Eftac for bis Creditorsy 
have by perverting the end of the Law, 
and Betraying your Truft, Ruin’d the 
People you fhou’d have Sav’d. 

As on the one Hand, you have Ruin’d 
many a Family, whofe Deftruétion lies 
at your Deor, for which Héaven will 
reckon with you, and Men abhor you 3 
fo let me tell you; ’tis you have made 
Knavifh Bankrupts ; ’tis owing to your 
Misbehaviour, that Frauds are frequeatly 
Committed by Bankrupts ; nor can { have 
the fall room to Reproach a-P———kin, 
or any Manelfe with his Koavery, when 
they fop my Mouth, with telling me, 
how the Barbarous Treatment of Come 
miffioners makes it abfolutely neceffary to 
a Man, to provide ageinft them re 
hand, and at leaft, to put themfelves in- 
to fucha Pofture, as to be able to Bribe 
the Creditors with their ewa Money, to 
be Civil to them. 

Now, Gentlemen, your Crimes: have 
brought the Nations Juftice open you 
and the fame Authority, ficf trufte 
you with this Power, finding that the Jil 
Ule you made of it, bas thought fic to 
take i¢ from you, or at leaft foto a 
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gt, that you cannot flow Execute it as bee 
fore, to the Ruine of borh Parties. 

If you will now keep your Sittings at 
Taverns, drink Burgundy, and have your 
Fith Dinners, and Spend Ten to Twenty 
Pound a Day, you are wellcomes; fornow 
Gentlemen, it muft be out of your own 
Pockets And there we are rid ofa 
large Gang cf Hacknies, that us'd to ply 
at the Oifice to come into Commiffions, 
yneerly for the Money and the Dinners, 
and I doubt noc wefhall find the diffe- 
rence now, which before was fo hard to 
make out, becweea the Honeft Commiffi- 
ener and che Knave. 

Now, Gentiemen, three or four Sittings 
will get in a Bankrupt’s Eftate, and the 
Butiaefs will be over, and Commiffions 
wilino more be a ftanding Pention, of 20 
or 30 J. a Year, which to fome Gentle- 
men that are Nam’d, perhaps in $0 Com- 
miffions, was a pretty kind of Impor- 
tance, and Eftates are foon cais’d by the 
Shipwreck of their Neighbours, 

As your former Exorbitances therefore, 
Gentlemen, have preicrib’d your Limits, 
and Reduc’d you to a narrower Compafs ; 
my Humble Advice to you all, is, That 
you would {fo juftly and Wifely Execute 
thofe Powers which remain, és to reftore 
your ufefulnefs, and confequently Reputa- 
tion, and the Parliament inay not be 
mov'd, by the Cries of more Opprefs'd 
Families, to take your Power quite away, 
and Vote you wholly ufelefs, 

You have now the Liberty of the Bank- 
rupt committed to you, and you are in 
part made his Judges ; miftake not your 
Power, Gentlemen, nor uf it tc Opprefs ; 
for certainly that is not the Delign of 
Trufting you, and they thatcommit it to 
your, Hand, will cail you to Account for 
ite 


Errata in Our laft. 
AG. 139. Col. 2.1. 17. tor da defor, 
do no leis. Pe 140. f. 139. F, 140, P. 


MDCCVI. 


140. Col. 1, L. 2. nineteen Men, f. nint< 
teen Men in twenty, ib. L. 6. dele eafie, ib, 
L. 9. for the read that, oe 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Juft Publithd, 


THE Scepticifm and Fundamental Errors 
Eftabhfh’d in Mr. Samuel Clarkes Sermon 
Preach‘d at St, Paul'‘s,more fully Difcover’ 
Being a Defence of the Reng Neos Mr 
firft Volume of Sermons ; wherein, befid 
the Contents of the faid Remarks, and ¢ 
Nature and Ufe of the Demonftrations th 
contain, are more fully made to appear 
moft of the Particulars are provd an 
a Regular Geometrical Method , and the 
reft evidently mad: our, ¢.. Printed tor — 
FJ. Nutt, near StasionersHall, 1706, = 


HOM8I SCOLETENZ : Or, the Lozenge — 
for Killing Worms, Thele Lozenges are — 
ot only effectual in that Diltemper, but are 
fo in all Scorbutick Cats; Lois of Appetit, — 
Loathtomnefs to Meat; Pains in theHead aed 
Stomach; they Bp the Gravel, help the _ 
Droptic, Gout, and Rheumatiim, Curethe 
Ague, and are an excellent Cleanfer after — 
Small Pox, Meazles, and Child-Bearing, Pre- 
setts only by Ralph Ovener, Apothecary, at the | 
eftle and Mortar, next door but one to the 
Crown, near the May-Pole in Fut-Smithpeld, : 
Juft Publim‘d J 


S™rhs Palmariorum Mathefeos: Or, a New 
~ Introduction to the Mathematics, contad 
ing the Principles of Arithmetic and Geo- — 
metry Demonftrated, ina fhort and Eafier © 
Method ; with their Application to the moft — 
Ufeful Parts thereof : As, Refolving o 
Equations, Infinite Seriessm2king the Logarithms 
Intercit, Simple and Compound ; the chicf Pro-_ 
pertics of the Conic Seétions ; Menfuration of — 


q 


Sc.  Nifgned for the Benefit, and adapted to ry 
Capa-ities of Beginners. By William Jones. Pri 
ted for Jeffery Wale, at the Ange! in St Par. 
Church-Yard, 1706. 


